Hepatic lymphangiomas are extremely rare; moreover cystic lymphangiomas usually arise in areas such as the neck and axilla, where loose connective tissue allows the expansion oflymphatic channels. The case of a 65-year old male is described, who presented with a solitary lymphangioma in the liver. The lesion was discovered incidentally and due to diagnostic uncertainty was removed surgically. A short review of histology, clinical presentation and preoperative diagnostic difficulties of hepatic lymphangiomas is given.
INTRODUCTION
Lymphangiomas are probably congenital malformations of the lymphatic system, composed of dilated endothelialhlined spaces of varying sizes, containing lymph 1. In 95% of the cases, lymphangiomas are located in the neck or the axilla while the remaining 5% are scattered throughout the body2. Hepatic lymphangiomas (HL) are very uncommon and after the first description by Ziegler Hepatic ultrasound (U/S) and computerized-tomography (CT-scan) examination, demonstrated a cystic, thick-walled mass, with a solid component (Figure 1 ). At laparotomy, a soft, well circumscribed hepatic tumour, was discovered in segment III. The gallbladder contained multiple stones, and no other pathology was detected in the abdomen. The tumour was removed by an atypical hepatic resection. Cholecystectomy was performed and an intraoperative cholangiogram revealed a normal biliary tree. The patient was discharged on the 7th postoperative day, and two years later, he is in good health, with normal liver biochemistry, except for a slightly elevated bilirubin. On macroscopic examination, the tumour was a sharply defined, partially encapsulated solitary cyst, 4cm in greatest diameter and located in the liver parenchyma. The cyst had a thick (8 mm), sponge-like, gray-white wall and was filled with chylous-like watery fluid, admixed with a small amount of blood. Microscopically, the wall of the cyst consisted of a meshwork of large, empty lymphatic channels, lined with flattened endothelial cells, resting on a loose myxoid connective tissue stroma ( Figure 2 ). The liver parenchyma surrounding 
